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Friday 13th November 2015 
From Mrs May 

One of the requirements of the curriculum is that we teach and promote British values. We do this in 

a variety of ways throughout the year and subjects include democracy, mutual respect, tolerance of 

those with different faiths and beliefs and individual liberty. This week, British values have been at 

the forefront of our minds. On Monday, I led an assembly about Armistice Day. The children learnt 

why we wear poppies and thought about why it is important to remember soldiers, war veterans 

and their families. On Wednesday, we observed a two-minute silence and Mrs Bresler read “In 

Flanders Field”. I was incredibly impressed with, and proud of, children from Oak Room, who joined 

in the two-minute silence. We didn’t hear a single peep from any of them! 

 

 

Today, we joined in the national Children in Need appeal. It was so much fun seeing all the costumes 

and finding out who the children think of as heroes. In assembly, we found out how the money is 

spent and I am pleased to announce that we have raised £161 so far. Thank you to everyone who 

has donated. Today’s photos are already on the school website. 

I hope to see many of you at next week’s FoL AGM. This is an opportunity for you to hear about 

plans for Longwoood and for you to offer your opinions, suggestions, etc. There is absolutely no 

pressure for you to join the committee and you will not be roped in to help in any way. I am aware 

that the FoL have had a very low response to their AGM invitation but I remain hopeful that parents 

will turn up anyway. It’s your school/nursery and every parent is valued. If nothing else, you can 

have a drink and some nibbles and meet some of the other parents. 
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From Mr Livesey 

Staff (continued) - Mrs Shane Azad and Mrs Anita 

Rodzik 

Shane was employed at Longwood between 2000 and 

2004 in preschool. She then explored alternative 

careers in business management until 2010 and decided 

that she missed Longwood so much that she returned. 

She said that she is proud to work at Longwood. Shane 

is the KS1 teacher’s assistant and is trained in Early 

Years. She is furthering her professional development 

by undertaking a Senior TA course with Stratford 

College. Shane is extremely capable and willing, helping 

to teach and manage the class as well as the holiday scheme and wrap around care. Children behave 

and respond well to her caring firm nature, where she expects high standards. She also has extensive 

experience working in various nursery groups and school classes over the years. We wish to thank 

Shane for being such a valued member of the team, as well as her willingness to go out of her way to 

help and support. 

 

Anita has worked as the afternoon secretary 

since 2005. She undertakes much of the 

administration work at Longwood, especially 

collecting and collating the grant funding and 

other Government data. We wish to thank 

Anita for helping and supporting the parents 

with their queries and messages, as well as her 

warm, friendly and approachable nature. 

 

 

Investments this week 

As well as ordering much art and craft, and many other resources for the festive season, we have 

recently invested in a variety of staff training courses including creative writing, storytelling and Early 

Years Foundation Stage moderation. We were particularly pleased when Mrs Bointon returned from 

a local Year 2 moderation team meeting and reported that our children are significantly ahead of 

their peers in other local schools in their mathematical problem-solving skills and their handwriting. 

This conclusion was reached following tasks which the children completed before the meeting. 
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Christmas Performances 

The children and staff are working hard to get ready for all the Christmas performances and I’m sure 

they are going to be fantastic. Please make sure you have the dates in your diaries. Due to space 

constraints, entry will be by ticket. Each child will be allocated two tickets. Information and return 

slips will be sent out by email early next week, so watch out as extra tickets will be available on a 

first come, first served basis. Please note that we have added an extra FW/FT performance and an 

extra KS2 performance. 

 

School Council 

Well done to the school council for instigating a system of recycling paper and cardboard in the 

classrooms. This has been their own initiative, but one that the staff fully endorse. Since coming up 

with their idea, they have planned the project, produced signs, ordered recycling boxes and given 

one to each class. It’s great that the school council is active and making changes for the better. 

 

Rotary Shoebox Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who prepared a box. We collected 45 altogether.  
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Cherry Room 

Cherry children have had a very busy week. When 

they explored the secret garden, what do you think 

they found in the pond? 

 

Much fun was had singing the Hokey Cokey. 

 

 

 

 

 

They were allowed to draw on the floor using 

stencils and rulers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FW 

Footprints! So much fun  
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KS1 

KS1 had an exciting day on Wednesday with two very different experiences. In the morning 
we found out what it was like for school children in the Victorian times.  
Ishaan - My day was super, dooper good. I liked the bit when the teacher pretended to give 
someone the cane! 
The afternoon was spent telling the story of 'Rainbow Fish'. 
Freya - It was very active with lots of imagination involved. We got to move lots, we learnt 
lots and it was really fun! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

Kai (year 4) earned his second “Award from Mrs May” today for an outstanding piece of work about 

the Roman baths. He cleverly wrote his research as a play script, which the children acted out in 

class. Seun said, “I liked acting it out and I learnt new things.” Heidi said, “I loved this, Kai, and I liked 

the way you improved the detail.” Amelia MD said, “Kai’s script is very factual. I loved the way he 

put all his facts into a script. It was very interesting to read.” 

 

Reminders 

It’s the FoL AGM this coming Wednesday (18th November).  
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Dates for your Diary 

Event Date Time & Place Notes 

FoL AGM Wednesday 18th 
November 

7.30pm – in the 
school hall 

All welcome 

Movie Night Friday 27th November 7pm – 8.30pm in the 
school hall 

For KS1 and KS2 
children 

FT/FW nativity Wednesday 2nd 
December 

9.45 in the school 
hall 

All FW parents and 
families invited 

FT/FW nativity Thursday 3rd December 9.45 in the school 
hall 

All FT parents and 
families invited 

FA/KS1 Christmas 
performance 

Thursday 3rd December 1.45 in the school 
hall 

All parents and 
families invited 

NSPCC Bobble Hat Day Friday 4th December All day Wear a bobble hat 
and donate £1 

KS2 Christmas 
performance 

Monday 7th December 2pm in the school 
hall 

All parents and 
families invited 

Mr Marvel to visit 
FT/FW/Oak 

Tuesday 8th December 9.15 – 10.15  

KS2 Christmas 
performance 

Tuesday 8th December 2pm in the school 
hall 

All parents and 
families invited 

Pantomime (Watford 
Palace) 

Wednesday 9th 
December 

2pm-5pm FA-UKS2 children will 
return to school at 
about 5pm 

School Christmas 
dinner 

Thursday 10th December Lunch time Sorry – only for 
children! 

School Holidays  Monday 14th December 
– Monday 4th January 

 Day-care available 
every day, apart from 
bank holidays 

UKS2 trip to London 
Museums 

Tuesday 26th January 8.15am drop off at 
Stanmore tube 
station, return 
3.30/4pm at Bushey 
station 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack needed 

Open Evening Thursday 28th January 7pm in the school 
hall 

All nursery and pre-
school parents asked 
to attend 

UKS2 visit to Lea 
Valley 

Wednesday 9th March Leave school at 8.30, 
return for 3.30 

Packed snack and 
lunch required 

Summer Fete Saturday 25th June 12pm – 2pm in the 
school grounds 

More details to follow 

 

 

 



 

 

 


